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Threat exchange: Iran warns of sustained retaliation as Trump says 'very big
things' are coming

Iran's Khatam al-Anbiya Central Headquarters warned Sunday on state media that it had information
the U.S. is preparing a big new attack; any fresh attack would trigger sustained retaliation against U.S.
bases and interests, and regional allies assisting Washington would be considered parties to the
conflict. It gave no details. — Reuters

Trump told Fox News on Sept 20 he is in 'deciding mode' on Iran: 'My question is, if and when do |
blow the entire nation up? They better behave.' He said 'very big things' could happen soon and
outlined three outcomes — a deal, economic pressure, or military action — while saying he is open to
meeting Pezeshkian at UNGA this week. — CNN

Nearly seven months into the war, neither side has looked ready to make major concessions; there
have been no publicly reported U.S. strikes on Iran for more than two weeks. — CNN

Alert wave widens: U.S. Embassy in Israel joins the warnings

The U.S. Embassy in Israel issued a security alert Saturday over escalated Houthi-Saudi fighting;
other missions, including the U.S. virtual embassy in Iran, issued similar alerts warning of rapid
escalation and travel disruption. — Times of Israel

The State Department's Saturday alert warned of the potential for rapid escalation across the Middle
East and told Americans to exercise heightened vigilance and expect possible flight cancellations and
airspace closures. — Reuters

The U.S. Embassy in Saudi Arabia separately restricted U.S. government personnel travel to the cities
of Taif and Yanbu without special authorization. — CNN

This widens last night's four confirmed same-day alerts (Baghdad, Riyadh, Manama, Beirut); the wider
ten-mission list stays unverified beyond the newly confirmed missions. — Briefing

Riyaorllh aftermath: coalition confirms dawn intercept; Trump in contact with
Houthis

The Houthis claimed missile and drone strikes on 'sensitive’ sites in Riyadh and a major oil facility in
Yanbu on Saturday; Saudi Arabia confirmed it intercepted a ballistic missile fired toward Riyadh at
dawn, and the coalition said it foiled other attacks. Reuters video showed a massive plume of black
smoke near Riyadh's main airport. — Reuters

Trump said his administration remains in contact with the Houthis and is avoiding direct U.S. military
involvement in the group's conflict with Saudi Arabia. — CNN

Context: Beijing privately asked Tehran to rein in the Houthis after a Saudi appeal (Reuters, Sept 17),
as the conflict spills across energy routes China depends on; Tehran answered that stability depends
on ending the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. — Reuters

Death-toll dispute: Washington Post reports at least 22 U.S. dead; Hegseth calls
it 'a complete LIE'
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The Washington Post, citing six U.S. officials familiar with Pentagon internal casualty accounting,
reported at least 22 service members have died since Feb 28 — four more than the 18 in the public
DCAS database; a sixth official said 23. Three U.S. contractors also died. Not all undisclosed deaths
were necessarily tied directly to combat. — Washington Post (via Reuters)

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth called the report ‘a complete LIE,' 'DISGUSTING and FAKE,' and
said the Post is 'worse than Iranian state media.' The Pentagon declined to address the newspaper's
guestions about the discrepancy. — Washington Post (via Reuters)

The blockade by the numbers: 109 ships redirected

CENTCOM said on X that as of Sept 20 its forces have redirected 109 commercial vessels to ensure
compliance with the U.S. naval blockade of Iranian ports, enforcement of which resumed July 14. —
U.S. Central Command

Tehran's three conditions for ending the war — end the war on all fronts, release frozen assets, end
the blockade — still await Trump's response, with UNGA week opening Monday. — Briefing

Trump back from Camp David a day early — White House gives no reason

Trump returned to the White House on Saturday evening, a day ahead of schedule, cutting his Camp
David stay short; the change was confirmed by White House pool reporting. The White House gave no
explanation, and no outlet has tied the return to any single event. — Wall Street Journal

Correction: last night's briefing held this claim as unverified, saying reporting indicated he was staying
through the weekend. It is now confirmed, so the record is corrected. — Briefing

What to watch next

Whether the confirmed airport fire and dawn intercept trigger a Saudi retaliation or activate Turkey's
offer of military support under the new pact. — Briefing

Whether the alert wave expands to more missions, and whether the language moves from vigilance to
something harder. — Briefing

The Pentagon's answer — or silence — on the casualty-accounting dispute with the Washington Post.
— Briefing

Whether Trump and Pezeshkian meet at UNGA in New York — the first real diplomatic window since
Iran sent its conditions via Qatar. — Briefing
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CENTCOM says U.S. forces have redirected 109 commercial vessels as of September 20 to enforce the naval blockade of
Iranian ports (photo: Army Recognition, May 2026). — view original
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Gulf energy infrastructure: Houthi strikes on Saudi Arabia and the Hormuz standoff keep oil markets on edge (photo: AFP
via Times of Israel). — view original
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m Fox News: President Trump returns to the White House Saturday evening after leaving Camp David a
day early.
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