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Tanker struck in the Strait of Hormuz — one sailor killed
• The Antigua and Barbuda-flagged bulk carrier MV Cape Dao was hit by an unknown projectile at

around 6:30 UTC Wednesday while transiting the strait. The vessel caught fire, the crew abandoned
ship, and it is now adrift. — Reuters

• Oman's Maritime Security Center says 27 crew members were evacuated. India's embassy in Oman
confirmed one Indian sailor was killed. — Reuters

• Lloyd's List reports the Cape Dao was not on Iran's published list of vessels deemed non-compliant
with its Hormuz transit rules. No group has claimed responsibility, and the attacker's identity is
unconfirmed — attribution must wait. — Reuters

• The Wall Street Journal reports the attack happened hours before Iran's president addressed the UN
General Assembly, and ties the two together. — WSJ

Pezeshkian defiant at the United Nations
• In a wartime address on the second day of the UN General Assembly's general debate, Iranian

President Masoud Pezeshkian said Iran 'will not bow down,' refusing to yield on its nuclear program,
its missile defenses, or the Strait of Hormuz. — CNN

• Pezeshkian held up photos of the late Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and of schoolchildren he said
were killed in the early strikes, saying Iran is 'ready for dialogue and diplomacy and negotiations
without accepting the language of force.' — CNN

• Turnout in the hall was described as moderate, with no senior U.S. representatives present; one U.S.
official exited early. Donald Trump had left New York on Tuesday night without meeting Pezeshkian.
— CNN

Sanctions deadline bites airlines — Iraq suspends, Iran threatens neighbors'
airports

• Iraq ordered its civil aviation authority to suspend Iranian flights to Baghdad airport starting midnight
Wednesday, two sources told Reuters, after the U.S. sanctions deadline on dealing with Iranian
carriers. Baghdad is discussing diverting Iran Air flights to Najaf. — Reuters

• Iran's civil aviation organization said flights to Baghdad and Muscat are canceled from Wednesday,
while Istanbul routes continue as scheduled. — Reuters

• Supreme National Security Council secretary Mohsen Rezaei warned on Iranian state television that if
neighboring countries cooperate with the United States by stopping Iranian flights, Iran will make sure
their own airports cannot function. — Reuters

• Tehran travel agents report wider suspensions including flights to Qatar, Georgia, and Azerbaijan, with
China staying open — a Mahan Air flight landed in Guangzhou on Wednesday, per FlightRadar24.
Those specifics are reported but not yet directly confirmed; AFP is the underlying source, not yet at a
direct URL. — AFP
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• Beijing called the sanctions illegal on Tuesday, and Georgia barred Iranian carriers on Monday. —
AFP

Oil: a seventh-day slide meets a late rebound
• Brent closed below one hundred dollars Tuesday for the first time since September eighth, and on

Wednesday fell a further seven cents to ninety-nine dollars and eighteen cents; WTI fell thirty-five
cents to ninety dollars and seventeen cents, as Saudi Arabia restarted its East-West pipeline to Yanbu
and hopes for the UN talks lifted supply expectations. — Reuters

• Late Wednesday, the Wall Street Journal reported both benchmarks rebounding after a five-session
slide — Brent up 3.9 percent to $103.08, WTI up 1.8 percent to $92.16 — as traders weighed
U.S.-Iran talks and Pezeshkian's defiant UNGA address. — Wall Street Journal

Diesel export ban idea walked back
• After Donald Trump endorsed the idea of a diesel export ban at UNGA on Tuesday, with U.S. diesel

prices above six dollars and fifty cents a gallon, a White House official on Wednesday denied a
Politico report that a ninety-day ban is being prepared. — Reuters

• Energy Secretary Chris Wright said such a ban 'would not work' and favored voluntary measures
instead — a reversal of the ban signal this briefing carried yesterday. — Reuters

Mediator messages, not handshakes
• With no face-to-face session, messages were exchanged via mediators between the Witkoff-Kushner

team and Foreign Minister Araghchi through Qatari mediators, with no change in either side's position.
— Reuters

• Iran's terms remain: an end to the blockade, release of Iranian oil revenues held overseas under U.S.
sanctions, and an end to U.S. aggression. Qatar, other Gulf states, and Pakistan are pressing for fresh
talks in the coming days. — Reuters

• Secretary of State Marco Rubio cautioned Wednesday that no major breakthrough should be
expected. — Reuters

UN mission: 'reasonable grounds' on U.S. strikes in Iran
• The UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Iran reported to the Human Rights Council

that there are reasonable grounds to believe the United States committed war crimes in two February
28 strikes: the Shajareh Tayyebeh primary school in Minab, hit by a Tomahawk with at least one
hundred fifty-seven killed including about one hundred twenty children, and a sports complex in
Lamerd, hit by two Precision Strike Missiles with tungsten-pellet warheads, killing twenty-two and
injuring more than one hundred. — Reuters

• The report is dated September 17 and is newly circulating; U.S. Central Command has denied
responsibility for the Lamerd strike, and the findings are allegations, not a court ruling. — Reuters

OSINT scan: no contested claims
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• None of the primary eight OSINT accounts had a directly attributable Iran post today —
@TankerTrackers is off ('back in a week'), @GeoConfirmed is on Ukraine, @obretix on Syria.
Extended-bench items (an IRGC claim of downing a U.S. MQ-1 Predator over Hormuz, attributed only
to Iranian state media) remain low-confidence and uncorroborated; they do not meet the bar for this
briefing. — OSINT desk review

What to watch next
• Whether the Cape Dao investigation points anywhere — and whether the strait's shadow tanker traffic

reacts. — Agile Factor desk

• Whether Baghdad formalizes the Najaf rerouting and whether any neighbor actually acts on Iran's
airport threat. — Agile Factor desk

• Whether the oil rebound holds past the UNGA headlines, with the East-West pipeline now flowing to
Yanbu. — Agile Factor desk

• Whether the Qatari-mediated backchannel yields the fresh talks the Gulf states are pressing for 'in the
coming days.' — Agile Factor desk

Conflict map

Markers show reported strike sites, bases, and shipping areas. Purple polygons mark approximate or announced closure /
exclusion zones.
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A Mahan Air Airbus at Kuala Lumpur — Iranian carriers are losing routes as the U.S. sanctions deadline bites. — view
original

An oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz, where the MV Cape Dao was struck on Wednesday. — view original
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