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Trump: U.S. Will Win Iran War 'Very Soon'; Sanctions Relief Possible, Then
Denied

• President Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Monday that U.S. officials had talked with
mediators trying to end the war that day, saying the United States will win it "very soon": "We're going
to win, as far as I'm concerned, it's going to be one way or the other... It's going to go pretty quickly."
— Reuters

• Trump also said gas prices will come tumbling down after the United States wins the war. — Reuters

• A U.S. official told CNN on Monday that Trump is willing to give Iran sanctions relief and release
frozen funds as part of a final deal, but only for "concrete progress" on the nuclear issue; the U.S. is
having "positive and constructive discussions through the mediators." The U.S. side is led by Steve
Witkoff, Jared Kushner, Vice President J.D. Vance and Secretary of State Rubio. — CNN

• Trump publicly disputed that he had offered Iran anything, writing on Truth Social "I offered them
NOTHING!" and calling an earlier Axios report a hoax; U.N. Ambassador Mike Waltz said Sunday the
rejection came because Tehran was "asking for everything up front" and not negotiating in good faith.
— CNN

Qatari Mediators to Hold Separate Talks With Both Sides Monday or Tuesday
• Qatari mediators are expected to hold separate talks with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi in

New York and with the U.S. side on Monday or Tuesday, focused on an amended version of the
seven-day proposal Iran presented at the U.N. General Assembly. — Reuters

• Iran's plan envisages ending hostilities in Iran and Lebanon, unfreezing billions of dollars in Iranian
assets, ending oil sanctions and lifting the U.S. port blockade — then reopening the Strait of Hormuz
and resuming nuclear talks. — Reuters

• Araqchi, who remained in New York after the General Assembly, said Sunday that mediators had not
formally conveyed a U.S. rejection and that Tehran awaits Washington's definitive position. — Reuters

Netanyahu's Secret Sunday Visit to the UAE; Iran Dominated the Agenda
• Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made a secret one-day visit to Abu Dhabi on Sunday,

meeting UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed; both sides confirmed the visit on Monday. — CNN

• An Israeli source told CNN the meeting was dominated by Iran; Netanyahu's delegation included the
Mossad director, the national security chief, a military secretary and a political adviser — a heavy
security footprint for a one-day trip. — CNN

• The UAE state news agency said the two leaders discussed bilateral relations; the visit comes one
month before Israel's October 27 election, amid controversy over reports that MBZ warned Netanyahu
of a Hamas operation before October 7, 2023 — which Netanyahu denies receiving. — Reuters

Fairford: Iran Denies Any Link to the Airbase Arrests
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• Iran's embassy in London said on Monday it rejects "unfounded and malicious speculations" linking
Tehran to the five British nationals arrested over the weekend near RAF Fairford. — Reuters

• British police have not linked Iran to the arrests; a Counter Terrorism Policing investigation into the
group, held on suspicion of preparation of a terrorist act, is ongoing. — Reuters

• RAF Fairford houses U.S. bombers that fly missions against Iran. — Reuters

U.S. to Grant One-Month Sanctions Waiver for Iran–Najaf Pilgrimage Flights
• The United States is expected on Monday to grant a one-month sanctions waiver allowing Iraqi

Airways to fly between Iran and Iraq's Najaf, with a more permanent waiver possible, a source said. —
Reuters

• Iraq halted flights to Iran on Friday under U.S. sanctions pressure; the waiver aims to ease pressure
on Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi's government, whose office had sought exemptions for medical,
education and pilgrimage travel. — Reuters

• Context: Turkey, the UAE and Iraq have cancelled direct flights with Iran under U.S. pressure,
following the U.S. move to ground Iranian airlines worldwide via secondary sanctions; Iranian officials
threatened to halt regional air travel if links keep being cut. — Reuters

Saudi Foreign Minister in Washington; U.S. Offers Intel, Not Strikes, Against the
Houthis

• Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan arrived in Washington on Monday for talks with
Secretary of State Marco Rubio on bilateral ties and regional developments. — Reuters

• Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman sought U.S. military help this month against the Iran-backed
Houthis; Washington declined to launch strikes but agreed to intelligence and targeting support,
sources told Reuters. — Reuters

Explosion-Like Sounds Near Qeshm; Iranian State TV Says No Strike
• Iran's IRNA news agency reported an explosion-like sound coming from the direction of the sea near

Qeshm Island; Iranian state TV said, citing local sources, that there was no strike and no explosions.
— Reuters

• Sources said the sound was similar to those heard on previous nights and is usually linked to warning
shots fired at vessels violating waterway regulations; there is no independent confirmation of the
cause. — Reuters

Markets
• Brent settled at $105.28 a barrel on September 28, up 0.9 percent on the day, after an early

three-percent-plus spike on Trump's rejection of Iran's seven-day Hormuz proposal faded on the
Qatari mediator talks. — Wall Street Journal
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• Exports of crude and oil products via the Strait of Hormuz were set to hit about 7.4 million barrels per
day in September, according to preliminary Kpler data released Monday, with AIS-dark vessels
excluded from the figure. — Reuters

• Nineteen very large crude carriers, each carrying about two million barrels of Saudi oil, exited the strait
in the week ending September 27; Saudi Arabia is on track to ship about 5.4 million barrels per day
this month, up from 2.446 million in August. — Reuters
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