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Third U.S. strike on suspected drug boat in the Caribbean
• Trump announced on Truth Social on the evening of September 15 (Eastern) that the U.S. military

carried out a 'lethal kinetic strike' against a vessel in the U.S. Southern Command area of
responsibility that he said was affiliated with a designated terrorist organization and trafficking
narcotics; three people aboard were killed and no U.S. forces were harmed. — CNN

• CNN and the Associated Press both report this is at least the third such strike this month. Trump
posted video of the strike showing the boat being hit and exploding, but the administration has not
provided evidence the vessel was carrying drugs or identified who was aboard; the Pentagon deferred
questions to the White House. — AP

• Trump said the Caribbean strike was a separate operation from the Gulf boat clash. Several senators
from both parties and human rights groups have questioned the legality of the campaign — military
force used for law-enforcement purposes at sea without congressional authorization. — CNN

• Trump escalated rhetoric against Venezuela's government and posted on Truth Social that Iran and
Venezuela are working together. No evidence was offered and no outlet has corroborated the claim —
flagged as unverified. Context: Al Jazeera examines whether the U.S. is headed for wider
confrontation with Venezuela. — Al Jazeera

Gulf boat clash: follow-ups harden the two accounts
• The Fifth Fleet's fuller statement (4:17pm CDT Sept 15): two IRGC Navy small boats were destroyed

in international waters while attempting to seize a Navy Saildrone — a roughly 25-foot autonomous
craft. All surface drones 'remain fully accounted for' and no Americans were hurt. The AP had earlier
verified the core CENTCOM statement, so the clash itself is confirmed. — U.S. Fifth Fleet /
CENTCOM

• Iran's semi-official Mehr News Agency, quoting Hormozgan deputy governor Ahmad Nafisi, says two
fishing boats were hit by an 'enemy drone' off the Kargan coast near Larak Island on Monday night,
and that several fishermen are still missing three days later with search and rescue underway. No
mention of any drone-seizure attempt. Iranian state-linked, uncorroborated by vetted outlets. — Mehr
News Agency (via Xinhua syndication)

• Axios, citing an anonymous U.S. official, says two missiles were fired from a drone, killing most of
those on board — still unconfirmed; no approved outlet has independently corroborated the casualty
claim. Verdict: clash confirmed; boat identities and casualties contested. — Axios

Oil spikes past $110 overnight, then pulls back
• Brent crude broke past $110 a barrel in September 16 Asian/European trading, up about 6% since the

September 15 close — the latest leg driven by the Saudi East-West pipeline outage and suspended
loadings at Yanbu. — Bloomberg
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• Prices then pulled back: by early morning (4:41am ET) Brent was down less than 1% at $107.72 and
WTI slipped 1.5% to $104.28 after an unexpectedly large build in U.S. crude inventories. The supply
picture is unchanged — pipeline repair six to eight weeks, Yanbu suspended, Libya force majeure
threat live — so the dip reads as profit-taking, not resolution. — Reuters

• Market backdrop: the 10-year Treasury has breached 5%, the S&P 500 is down 1.3% month-to-date,
and inflation ran 3.4% in August — all feeding into today's Fed decision. — Reuters

Hormuz traffic falls to a trickle
• Lloyd's List Intelligence reports only about 5 transits through the Strait on September 16 — far below

normal. Medium confidence: the figure comes via a specialist tracker we weight heavily but no news
outlet has verified it. It fits the pattern of a strait that is technically open and functionally choked. —
TankerTrackers (via Lloyd's List Intelligence)

• TankerTrackers reports IRGC naval units observed about 14 nautical miles off Kish Island escorting
dark-fleet tankers (medium confidence, unverified by outlets). The 60-day average crude flow is put at
~7.85M bpd, well under the 17M bpd the president claims. U.S./Gulf daytime escorts continue per
Axios. — TankerTrackers

Watch list: Fed decision at 2 p.m., retaliation risk, pipeline
• The Federal Reserve announces its decision at 2pm ET today; markets see a ~93% chance of a

quarter-point hike to 3.75%-4.00% — the first since 2023. Chair Warsh speaks at 2:30pm ET. The hike
would defy Trump's public demands for cuts; he has threatened trade retaliation if the Fed doesn't
lower rates. — Reuters

• Also watching: whether Saudi Arabia retaliates against the Houthis (analysts say when, not if, after
Khamis Mushait); any partial restart at the East-West pipeline or Yanbu; the missing Larak fishermen
and whether either side releases evidence; and whether today's Fed decision steadies or rattles
markets. — Briefing watch list

Conflict map

Markers show reported strike sites, bases, and shipping areas. Purple polygons mark approximate or announced closure /
exclusion zones.
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A Saildrone Explorer unmanned surface vessel — the type of craft at the center of the Larak Island clash (file image) —
view original

■ TankerTrackers: tanker traffic moving through the Strait of Hormuz on September 16, described as
minimal (video)
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